
 ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY: 2017-2018 
 
THE COURSE 
AP World History is a challenging course that is the equivalent of a college course in terms of 

required writing, reading & analytical skills. The AP World History course content is structured 

around the investigation of five course themes (Interaction Between Humans and the 

Environment; Development and Interaction of Cultures; State-Building, Expansion, and 

Conflict; Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems; and Development and 

Transformation of Social Structures) in six different chronological periods, from approximately 

8,000 B.C.E. to the present. Students matriculated in the course are expected to take the national 

AP examination in May 2018. 

 
In AP World History, we will focus on the big concepts, themes, and trends of history.  A History 

of the World in Six Glasses by Tom Standage is an excellent book to get our minds thinking in this 

direction. Our purpose in reading the book is to get a sense of how civilizations and cultures 

develop and how numerous forces (political, technological, economic, social, religious, cultural, 

ecological) all affect even the most mundane-seeming aspects of people’s daily lives. And more 

importantly how our world has become interactive and dependent over time.  

 

THE ASSIGNMENT: 
- Read Chapter 1 (pp. 1-24) of A History of the World in Six Glasses (2006) by Tom Standage. 

  You will read the other chapters throughout the 2017-2018 school year. 

- Be prepared to take a written assessment our first week back on Chapter 1. 

- Have a photograph taken of you reading the book. Be creative with your 

   setting à  On vacation “over the hills and far away” or simply near your woodpile. 

- Submit a hard copy of it the first day (NO EMAILS) 

- The book can be found at the local library, Amazon or your family’s library. 

- If you have any questions, email me at rziccardi@mlschools.org 

-  Enjoy the summer and I will dutifully await your return in September. 

 
 


